CUSHENDUN
BIG ARTS WEEKEND
29 APRIL-2 MAY 2022

4 days of music,
drama, art and poetry
for all the family in the
Glens of Antrim

For information and tickets:
www.theoldchurchcentre.com

BIG ARTS WEEKEND IS BACK
The last two years have been a rollercoaster for everyone and the Big Arts Weekend has been no
exception. 2020 saw the total cancellation of our festival but by 2021, we could host many events
online, with great success. As things return to 'normal' and we all learn how to live in this postpandemic world, the Big Arts Weekend is back, bigger and better than ever. We look forward to
welcoming you all back in person, to Cushendun.
These last two years have allowed us to regroup and put together a programme of activities for the
Big Arts Weekend and the year ahead. Fully restored, the Old Church Centre will be the centrepiece
for the festival and we cannot wait to welcome you inside. The Centre is open to the public
throughout the year as a visitor location Friday-Sundays between 12-4 pm. Our recently redesigned
website is the up to date source of all things Big Arts Weekend where you can view our "What's On?"
and book tickets for our events, which I strongly advise, as some places are limited.
William Colvin, Chairperson, Cushendun Building Preservation Trust

JOHN SPILLANE LIVE

FRIDAY 29 APRIL 8PM £15/£17
@ THE OLD CHURCH

John Spillane is a musician, songwriter, performer, recording
artist, storyteller, poet and dreamer. Rooted in people, place and
story, his music transports the listener and his live
performances captivate audiences around the world. His music
appeals to listeners across many genres and generations. His
vocal style has a unique almost sean-nós like quality and his
performances shimmer with the magic realism that permeates
many of his songs as he effortlessly flits from beautiful poetry
tinged with melancholy to roguish, irreverent humour. With an
extensive back catalogue beginning with the 1997 album The
Wells of the World, his songs have been covered by Christy
Moore, Sharon Shannon, Sean Keane and many others. Twelve
albums later, John released his first independent album in 20
years in April 2021; 100 Snow White Horses. Recorded in London
with Pauline Scanlon and produced by John Reynolds, the album
is inspired by John’s travels around Ireland.

ALL WEEKEND ART EXHIBITIONS
CONFLICT TEXTILES EXHIBITION AT THE OLD CHURCH CENTRE
Conflict Textiles is home to a large collection of international textiles (380), exhibitions
and associated events, focused on elements of conflict and human rights abuses. The
collection is mainly comprised of arpilleras, quilts and wall hangings. Arpilleras - threedimensional appliquéd tapestries of Chilean origin - became the medium for women to
denounce the human rights abuses of the Pinochet dictatorship in Chile (1973-1990). Since
2008, these textiles have been exhibited in a variety of venues both in Northern Ireland
and worldwide, seeding many new partnerships in the process. It is a privilege for the Old
Church Centre to be able to exhibit a curated selection of the textiles and welcome curator
Roberta Bacic to host a workshop with the community as part of this year’s festival.
Admission is free. Open 11am - 4pm between scheduled events.

LOCAL ART EXHIBITION AT GLENMONA HOUSE
The annual exhibition of paintings by local Glens artists returns to Glenmona House for the Big Arts
Weekend. Browse a wonderful variety of local pieces from the Painting for Pleasure group. £2 admission.

SAT 30 APRIL

ALL DAY @ THE OLD CHURCH: CONFLICT TEXTILES EXHIBITION
ALL DAY @ GLENMONA: LOCAL ARTISTS EXHIBITION & TEA ROOM

THE OLD CHURCH CENTRE

11am: The John Hewitt Society presents Poetry & Songs with Tony
Kennedy and Glenn Simpson. Admission £5.
2pm: Youth Club workshop. Designed by teenagers, for teenagers.
See our social media for more information.
8pm: Acoustic Soul - Amanda St John is a local girl from Glenariffe
who is renowned as one of Northern Ireland's leading singersongwriters; she often gets compared to Dusty Springfield and
Aretha Franklin for her powerful vocal style and soulful sound. We
are delighted to welcome Amanda and her guitarist to the festival
this year for an acoustic night of soul classics, so if you are a fan of
Motown and Soul music this will be a fabulous night. Admission
£10/£12.

GLENMONA HOUSE

11am-4pm: Friends of Glenmona House Pop Up Tea Room serving
delicious home-baked treats with fresh brewed tea and coffee.
2pm: Spring Floral Wreath Making Workshop led by the National
Trust Gardening team.

OTHER EVENTS
9am: "Inspirational women of Cushendun" Walking Tour with Turais
Chois Abhann Doinne. This tour will celebrate the inspiring women
who lived in Cushendun over the years featuring Miss Ada McNeill,
Minnie O'Hara, Catherine Scally, Enid Starkie, the McBride family &
Mary McNeill amongst many others, all the while taking in our
fabulous landscape. Time max 2 hours, wear comfortable walking
shoes and bring waterproofs & water. Meet at the Old Church Centre
£4 all proceeds going to CBPT
10am-3pm: Glens Youth Drama Play in a Day Workshop with Karen
Doherty. Suitable for 4-11-year-olds. Day-long event taking place at St.
Ciaran's Primary School. Booking Essential. Admission £6.
2pm: Share a Poem at Randal's. Come along to share poetry, song and
prose of your choice, or your own work; or just to listen. All
participation is welcome. This year will include readings from guest
poet Maria McManus. The Cushendun Hotel. Admission is free.
3pm: Music session in Mary McBride’s
9pm: Music from Niall Patterson in Mary McBride’s

SUN 1 MAY

ALL DAY @ THE OLD CHURCH: CONFLICT TEXTILES EXHIBITION
ALL DAY @ GLENMONA: LOCAL ARTISTS EXHIBITION & TEA ROOM

THE OLD CHURCH CENTRE
10am: Baby Disco Ravers at the ready - it will be a sensory overload for the
under threes. Contemporary dance music in our old heritage building with
some disco lights thrown in for good measure. Booking advised. Admission £3.
2pm: Conflict Textiles workshop with curator Roberta Bacic. The admission fee
is £5 with proceeds going towards the Disasters Emergency Committee.
8pm: Lurig Drama Group rehearsed reading performance of Little Gem by
Elaine Murphy. In this hilarious and poignant award-winning work, three
women find strength in one another and discover the beauty and complexity of
family. Admission £6.

GLENMONA HOUSE

FAMILY FUN DAY

11am-4pm: Friends of Glenmona House Pop Up Tea Room serving delicious home-baked treats
with freshly brewed tea and coffee.
11am: Adult Meditative Movement with Freyja Seren. Gentle and thorough dance-based
meditation practice to unlock and release negative and restrictive patterns that block energy
flow and allow freedom to live in and through the body again. All ages & abilities are welcome!
Bring a throw or towel to sit on and cover up layers to be warm for the beginning and end of
the session. Wear comfortable clothing & come barefoot or light dance/yoga slippers, please.
Registration fee £3.
11am: Join the Glens Red Squirrel Group for lots of fun wildlife activities for the family to take
part in and discover what local wildlife we have in Cushendun. Free
1pm: Doggie’s Got Talent - a dog show with a difference! Crazy Obstacle Course, Fancy Dress
Competition, Find-the-Treat Race. Just come along and join in the fun! Free.
2pm: Circusful's Mermaid Belleweather is washed ashore to delight and entertain all the family.
Free.
3 - 4.30pm Makendoo Workshop. Kids' drop-in painting workshop making Pirate Hats, Masks,
Mermaids and Sea Creatures. Suitable for children 4+ Children must be accompanied. Free.

OTHER EVENTS

5am: Dawn Chorus at Cregagh Wood. A guided walk around Cregagh Wood with avian expert
Nathan McIlwrath. Follow our guided listening tour to learn about the enchanting morning songs
of our local birds. In partnership with Causeway Coast and Glens Heritage Trust. Please visit our
website for booking details. Warm clothes and sturdy shoes essential. Meet at the St Patrick's
Church car park: 168-170 Glendun Rd, BT44 0PZ. Admission is free.
4-5 pm: Sandcastle Competition, Cushendun Beach
10pm: Big Night Out at Mary McBride’s

MON 2 MAY

ALL DAY @ THE OLD CHURCH: CONFLICT TEXTILES EXHIBITION
ALL DAY @ GLENMONA: LOCAL ARTISTS EXHIBITION & TEA ROOM

THE OLD CHURCH CENTRE
10am: T'ai Chi for beginners with Philip Johnston. Philip has been
studying the life-long practice of T’ai Chi and Qigong since first
introduced to both practices at the London School of Contemporary
Dance. T’ai Chi and Qigong are primarily about harmony,
meditation and balance in our daily lives. In addition to their health
and fitness benefits, T’ai Chi and Qigong are traditionally taught as
self-cultivation and self-development practices. Free but please
register on-line
1pm: An afternoon of tales, tunes and songs with Liz Weir, Stephen
O'Hara and Ciarán Mulholland. Join us for a relaxing afternoon
listening to fine music, songs and stories. Free.
5pm: Screening of 'SIX' from Brassneck Theatre Company.
Premiered to huge acclaim at the Belfast Film Festival, SIX was
filmed daily over the course of a week. An incredibly bold
challenge for six directors, six writers and 36 actors to explore
and express their craft through the medium of film in six
different short films, with each film presenting an entirely
different and wholly entertaining storyline. There will be a postscreening discussion with Brassneck company members.
Registration £3.

GLENMONA HOUSE
All Day: Naturally North Coast and Glens Market
11am: Adult Singing workshop with Amanda St John. Admission £6.
11am: Join the National Trust Rangers on an exploration of Cushendun Beach: hunt for
sea glass, play pooh sticks and hear about all the wonders of Cushendun from the
Warren to the Sea. Family fun for all ages; all children must be supervised throughout the
activities. Booking is not required. Meet at the front of Glenmona house. Please wear
footwear & clothes suitable for the beach. Free.
2.30pm: Children's Story through Moving with Freyja Seren. Storytelling through
movement workshop for younger children. Children will have a chance to create and
perform a fairy tale story together using different movement and dance techniques. We
will be using music from famous ballets to create an enchanted world of fairy tales and
magic! All welcome, great for ages 5 to 9 years old. Wear comfortable clothing & gym
shoes, dance slippers or barefoot. Admission is free.

HUGE THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS THIS YEAR

Hungry?
The Cheeky Chippy will be in the
car park at Glenmona over the
Big Arts Weekend

A VERY SPECIAL THANK
YOU TO ALL OUR
VOLUNTEERS AND TO
EVERYONE WHO HELPED
OUT FOR THE BIG ARTS
WEEKEND 2022

Become a Friend of the
Old Church Centre
The Old Church Centre is a unique home for heritage, arts and community in the lovely
village of Cushendun, nestled in the Glens of Antrim, an area of outstanding natural beauty.
It is not just a shared space, but also a shared experience, with a year-round busy
programme of events, classes and workshops for the local community and visitors alike,
aiming to promote the unique heritage and culture of the Glens.
As well as a base for heritage and culture, the Old Church Centre is a place for people to
meet, a place to celebrate weddings, birthdays, anniversaries, a place to enjoy with family
and friends the experience of theatre, music, art and literature.
We are grateful to the individuals, trusts and other organisations who support us. However,
for the Centre to remain open and active, we need an independent, regular, sustainable and
predictable core of support. The future of the Old Church Centre relies on people like you!
You can become a Friend of the Old Church Centre by making a regular monthly donation
of £3 or more. Get in touch with us on info@cushendunbpt.org to find out more or speak to
one of the volunteers during the Big Arts Weekend.

WHERE TO FIND US
The Old Church Centre is on Church Lane,
Cushendun, located between Maud Cottages
and Glenmona House.
Use of our small car park is reserved for
visitors with mobility needs. Please use the
Bay Road Car Park in front of Glenmona
House, or the car park by the harbour.
There is a footpath leading directly from the
corner of Main Street, Cushendun, directly
to the Old Church Centre.
1 Church Lane
Cushendun
Co Antrim
BT44 0PS

You can contact the centre by calling
02821761522, emailing
info@cushendunbpt.org or by visiting our
website www.theoldchurchcentre.com

